
HIS 115A: West African History

The History and Memory of the Transatlantic Slave Trade

Introducing Myself and the Class (Tue. 1-8)



“Undergraduates, seduced, as always, 
by the changing breath of journalistic 
fashion, demand that they should be 
taught the history of black Africa. 
Perhaps, in the future, there will be 
some African history to teach. But at 
present there is none, or very little: 
there is only the history of the 
Europeans in Africa. The rest is largely 
darkness, like the history of pre-
European, pre-Columbian America. And 
darkness is not a subject for history.”

- Hugh Trevor-Roper, The Rise of 
Christian Europe (1965)

Why teach African History?



Europe

Number of Faculty: 11

Upper Division Courses Offered: 54

Pre-1900 Upper Division Courses: 35

HIS 151A: England in the Middle Ages

HIS 151B: The Early Modern Centuries

HIS 151C: Eighteenth-Century England

HIS 151D: Industrial England

Africa

Number of Faculty: 5

W/O North Africa: 2

Upper Division courses: 7

All Pre-1900 Courses: 1

HIS 15A: Africa to 1900

Statistics on African History in Higher Education (2018-2019)

Conclusion: One country of Europe gets four 

classes for its history before 1900. By contrast, 

the entire continent of Africa gets only 1 class 

for its history before that same period.



“Contrary to what may be called 
entrenched popular perception and 
belief, the slave trade and its abolition 
are neglected subjects in the writing of 
West African history and indeed of the 
history of Africa as a whole...More 
importantly, the topic does not occupy a 
prominent enough place in the teaching 
programs of many of our colleges and 
universities. I have come across many 
history and social science graduates who 
know next to nothing about the slave 
trade in Africa and its abolition…”

- Adiele Eberechukwu Afigbo, “Africa 
and the Abolition of the Slave Trade,” 
WMQ (2009)

Why teach the Slave Trade? 












