HIS 115A: West African History
The History and Memory of the Transatlantic Slave Trade

Introducing Myself and the Class (Tue. 1-8)




Why teach African History?

“Undergraduates, seduced, as always,
by the changing breath of journalistic
fashion, demand that they should be
taught the history of black Africa.
Perhaps, in the future, there will be
some African history to teach. But at
present there is none, or very little:
there 1s only the history of the
Europeans in Africa. The rest 1s largely
darkness, like the history of pre-
European, pre-Columbian America. And
darkness 1s not a subject for history.”

- Hugh Trevor-Roper, The Rise of
Christian Europe (1965)




Statistics on African History in Higher Education (2018-2019)

Africa
Number of Faculty: 5
W/O North Africa: 2
Upper Division courses: 7
All Pre-1900 Courses: 1
HIS 15A: Africa to 1900

Conclusion: One country of Europe gets four
classes for its history before 1900. By contrast,
the entire continent of Africa gets only 1 class
for its history before that same period.

Europe

Number of Faculty: 11

Upper Division Courses Offered: 54

Pre-1900 Upper Division Courses: 35
HIS 151A: England in the Middle Ages
HIS 151B: The Early Modern Centuries
HIS 151C: Eighteenth-Century England
HIS 151D: Industrial England



Why teach the Slave Trade?

“Contrary to what may be called
entrenched popular perception and
belief, the slave trade and 1ts abolition
are neglected subjects in the writing of
West African history and indeed of the
history of Africa as a whole...More
1mportantly, the topic does not occupy a
prominent enough place in the teaching
programs of many of our colleges and
universities. I have come across many
history and social science graduates who
know next to nothing about the slave
trade in Africa and its abolition...”

- Adiele Eberechukwu Afigbo, “Africa
and the Abolition of the Slave Trade,”
WME (2009)







About the Blog Tweai :

0 poneas

[T




The origins of a source: Edward Long, Coromantes slave
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Distinguished Visitors &%, West India Committee

PhD student Devin Leigh discovers unique
archive in our library, a letter between two
prominent #Jamaican historians dated 1792.

Devin Leigh Iz 3 PhD Candidals In the History Department at the Univers ¥ Calfomnia, Cavis, In the
Unked States of America. He researches the history of the Englsh-zpeating Atantic Word durng the long
eighteentn cantury, which he datez fom roughly the 1650z 1o the 1830s. His research typicaly explores
connections batween 'West Africa, the West indies, and Britain. Cumrently, he is conducting research for
hiz dissertstion project. This work is tentadvely entitied Necessary & This Time:” The Folitics of African
Hiztory in an Age of Aboiiion, 1763-1807. in this peoject, Devin expiores the Ives and works of Brtizsh
siavers who tumead o wriing African History 33 3 way 10 prevert siave-trade aboltion. Two of the figurss
that he studes were prominent rasidents of the West Indies.

Devin came to the Carbbean this summer 10 research his project and network wth scholars of Carbbean
history. After attending it  Annual Conference of e Asszocation of Carbbean H

Bamados In mid-June, Davin flew 10 Trinidad 1o conzul matertals here I the West indans and
Colection (WISC) Ohvizion of Alma Jordan Library. Specifcaily, Devin s examining minute books %or two
eighteent-century lotbyist organizations. These are the Society of West India Planters and Merchams
and th W of West inda Merchants. The books are preserved in manuscript, under call number SC
83, as part of he Library's West indd Committes Records. These books were oniginaly purchased by the
govemment of Trinidad and Tobago In the iatetasntieth century, and the WISC Is the oniy place In e
workd that the originais can be seen. They are crucial for heiping Devin trace the activities of the centy
fNigures In his study.

Devin iz gratefy o al of the ziaff Pere &t the Ama Jordan Library for weicoming him info ther research
communty and for accommodating him durng his vist o Trinkdad and Tobago. The WISC Division of the
Aima Jordan Library Iz 3 specil InsStution, and Devin has thoroughiy enjoyed his time here




H16: AFRICA TO 1900
STATES AND SOCIETIES, SLAVERY, AND THE SCRAMBLE
WINTER 2018, LEC: TR 12:10-1:30 PM CHEM 179
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With 55 countnes, thousands of languages, and a
grographic area that surpasses the Unated States,
China, and Europe combined, the defming
charactenstic of Afnca is its diversaty. History 15
introduces students to key shifts in the history of Afnca
up to 1900, inchuding the foundation of states and
socienes, the spread of [slam and Chnstianity, the trans.
Atlantic shave trude, and the onset of Earopean
colonzalism. Students will examine the continens’s past
through oral and written prmary sources, scholardy

debates, music, film, art, and news

Contact Professor Corrse Decker for move information
oodesker@uedaisady

NEW COURSE OFFERED WINTER QUARTER. 2019

Enrolfiment for this ciass & lmited. Register with CRN 54562 10 re<ene your
Spol If You have any questions or you would like to see the syllsbus, please

contactthe instructor, Devin Leigh, st dtle gh@ucdavs edu




